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direct continuations of the posterior undefined division
of the cavity of the mouth, and are, therefore, placed
in direct communication with each other through the
passage to the latter behind the hinderrnost teeth. The
cavity of the cheeks may be roughly divided into two, or
rather three parts; firstly into the space between the
molar teeth and the cheeks, and secondly into that
between the incisors and the lips : the first may be con-
sidered as the cavity of the cheeks proper, the latter the
cavity of the lips.

As in the following investigations considerable im-
portance will attach to these divisions, it will be well to
mention them again, that the terms used in future may
convey a distinct idea of the part intended.

The whole cavity between the soft palate and the lips
is called the cavity of the mouth.

The undefined back portion of the latter, between
the soft palate and the hindennost molar teeth, the
posterior cavity of the mouth.

The space enclosed by the teeth, the inner cavity of
the mouth, or oral cavity.

The space between the molar teeth and the cheeks,
the cavity of the cheeks.

The space between the incisors and the lips, the
cavity of the lips.

The posterior cavity of the mouth is bordered on
either side by the ascending portion of the lower jaw,
and by the internal pterygoid muscle lining its inner
surface. It is, therefore, no wider than the oral cavity,
and the transition from its lateral wall to the inner
surface of the cheeks is accomplished by a sudden bend
outwards between the posterior margin of the ascending
portion of the lower jaw and the last molar teeth. The
oral cavity follows as a direct continuation of the pos-